
“Who Is This?” 
Luke 7:36-50 

Jesus is the one who in love comes to us and allows us to 
come to Him (36-37) 

Jesus had been accused of being a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners. He had been judged for eating and drinking with the 
wrong crowd. So why would Simon the Pharisee want to invite 
Jesus to come and eat a meal at his house? Maybe Simon was 
truly interested in finding out if Jesus was a prophet or even the 
Messiah. Maybe Simon was looking for holes in Jesus' story so 
that he could prove that Jesus was a fake. We'll never know for 
sure what Simon's motive was, but what we do know for sure is 
that in love Jesus was willing to come to Simon. It doesn't end 
there, though, while Jesus was at Simon's house a woman who 
was known for her sinful lifestyle came to Jesus. Jesus didn't 
question her or push her away. Jesus didn't move his feet or tell 
her to stop touching him. In love, Jesus allowed her -- a woman 
that had lived openly in sin -- to come to him. 

(1) Has there ever been a time in your life that you came to God 
with a questioning and evening doubting heart? Take a minute 
to share about that time in your life. How did God respond to 
you? 

(2) Has there ever been a time in your life that you felt 
unworthy to have Jesus come to you? Has there ever been a 
time that in faith you cried out and came to him? Was he 
there? How did you experience his love in that time in your 
life? 

(3) Who are the people that you know that have questions and 
doubts in their hearts related to who Jesus is? Who are the 
people that you know that feel unworthy and too full of sin 
to come to Jesus? Take time as a group to pray specifically 
for these people, praying with the confidence of Jesus' love 
that comes to us and allows us to come to him.  

Jesus is the one who discerns our hidden thoughts (38-40a) 
Perhaps Jesus allowed the woman to come to him and to 

wet his feet with her tears and to anoint his feet with oil 
because Jesus did know exactly what was on her heart. Jesus 
knew her thoughts -- the repentance and love that was in her 
heart -- we can assume this because Jesus shows us that he 
knows our hidden thoughts. He proves this with Simon by 
answering the question that Simon thought but never spoke. 
There's no thought in our head and motive in our heart that 
Jesus doesn't discern. 

(1) This isn't the only time in Luke where Jesus knows what 
others are thinking. Look back at Luke 5:17-26 and Luke 
6:6-11 for just two other examples, and discuss the context. 
What do all of these "thoughts" have in common? 



(2) What thoughts are you trying to hide from God? How does 
knowing that God knows make you feel? 

(3) Knowing that God knows should free us to be real with God. 
Like the woman who was a sinner, if God already knows, then 
we can lay it all out at his feet. Do you need to this with 
something in your life that you've been holding back? 

(4) Take a minute to identify someone that you need to share 
this truth about Jesus with this week. Commit to do it!  

Jesus is the one who speaks directly to the sin in our hearts 
(40b-46) 

While Simon is judging the woman for her sin and Jesus 
for his apparent blindness to her sins, Simon is the one who is 
truly blinded by sin in his life. Jesus tells a simple parable about 
forgiveness and thankfulness to speak to the sin that is in Simon's 
heart. Simon seems reluctant to give Jesus the obvious answer. 
Perhaps he's sensing that Jesus knows at this point, but he won't 
have to guess for long. Jesus goes through the list of things that 
the woman had done for him, comparing her actions to the 
inaction of Simon. Simon could have and should have done much 
more for Jesus if he saw Jesus as an honored guest -- much more 
if he truly considered Jesus as a prophet or perhaps the Messiah. 
But Simon's heart -- unlike the woman's heart -- was full of pride 
and self-righteousness that had kept him from responding in 
faith to Jesus. Jesus could have let it go, but in love, he spoke 
directly to the sin that was in Simon's heart. 

(1) Read John 16:8-11 and discuss what the role of the Holy 
Spirit is in the conviction of sin in our lives. 

(2) Now read John 16:12-15 and talk about how the words of 
Jesus Christ fit into the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives? 

(3) When was the last time you experienced the words of Jesus 
speaking directly to the sin in your heart? 

(4) If Jesus is the one who speaks directly to the sin in our 
hearts, how does this impact our responsibility in calling 
those who don't follow Jesus to repent and believe? 

Jesus is the one who will forgive the sins of the one who 
comes to Him in faith (47-50) 

As we've already seen in chapter seven, Jesus' power to 
heal the sick and to raise the dead and to fulfill all of God's 
expectations for the Messiah should have been enough to prove 
who he was, but when Jesus told the woman that her sins were 
forgiven, those gathered around the Pharisee's table continued 
to ask the question of "Who is this, who even forgives sins?" They 
should know! All sin is against God, so only God can forgive sin. 
While they questioned the obvious answer about who Jesus was, 
the woman at the feet of Jesus knew more than they did about 
the true identity of Jesus. In this moment, Jesus gives us the 
most important truth that deals with the most eternal issue in 
our lives: He is the one who will forgive our sins when we come 
to him in faith. The woman's love didn't save her. Her faith did. 



However, her love shows us the reality of her faith in Jesus' 
ability to deal with her sin, and her love show us her 
understanding of the depth of the forgiveness that Jesus gave. 

(1) Think back to the time when you fell at the feet of Jesus and 
had faith that he could deal with your sin problem and save 
you. Allow someone in the group to share about their 
salvation experience, sharing how they felt before and after 
they finally laid it all out in faith at the feet of Jesus. 

(2) The woman's faith in Jesus was seen in her expression of love 
for Jesus. Her love flowed out of the forgiveness she 
experienced. Be honest in your group, and assess what the 
expression of your love for Jesus says about your faith in 
Jesus and your understanding of his forgiveness in your life. 

(3) What are some concrete ways that you need to express the 
love that you have for Jesus because of his love and 
forgiveness in your life? 

(4) This woman didn't express her faith privately, but put it out 
in the open before people who hated and ridiculed her. Pray 
for each other that this coming week you would be driven to 
show your faith in Jesus to allow him to use you to lead 
others to know who he truly is.


